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Rickreall Watershed Council 
580 Main Street, Suite A 

Dallas, OR 97338 
503-623-9680 ext. 104 

rickreallwc@hotmail.com 

Rickreall Watershed Council (RWC) 
Meeting Minutes – December 29th, 2014 

 
This Rickreall Watershed Council meeting was held December 29th, 2014 at 1pm in the Polk SWCD 
Offices: 580 Main Street, Suite A, Dallas, OR 97338. 
 
PRESENT: Lucas Hunt (Coordinator), Kenn Carter (Chair), Jason Dunkin (Polk County Sportsman’s 
Club), Scott Snedaker (Bureau of Land Management), Rich Wolcott (Sec/Treas), Jenniffer Bakke 
(Hancock), Mike Arras (guest - City of Dallas Budget Committee), Dale Derouin (Board Member) and 
Nancy Heuler (guest). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 
 
TREASURER REPORT (see handout):   
Coordinator Hunt explained he updated the report with the newest numbers and it looks good through 
April.  In May and June funds will have to be moved from operations to help fund coordinator services.  
If the council wants to fund the coordinator in June they need to request $1200-$1300 from the Rickreall 
Watershed Foundation.  Mr. Derouin asked what the status of Jim Castle of Mid-Willamette Watershed 
Alliance is, and Hunt reported Mr. Castle would be working thru the end of the fiscal year, and will 
double check with him to make sure. Mr. Carter stated that Mr. Castle indicated he would find a 
replacement for himself.  
 
COORDINATOR REPORT:  
OWEB Eligibility: Hunt reported that the RWC was approved by OWEB for eligibility (with Glenn-
Gibson Watershed Council) and will move on to the next round of the application for merit, which is 
due March 2nd, 2015.  He will work with Ken Bierly of the GGWC to make sure it gets done. 
Carter asked if Hunt had the time allotted in his work schedule to finish the application and he replied he 
did.  Hunt also explained that further down the road (May) the Council Action Plan needs to updated as 
part of the eligibility process.  He explained that Mr. Bierly is putting in a lot of work for the GGWC 
and RWC joint application which helps a lot. 
 
Coho Passage: Passed approximately 65 males, 61 females, and 46 jacks, a total number slightly lower 
than last year (4 fish less) but more adults.  Projections for the next five years show an increase, but 
there are many factors both in the ocean and on the swim back (water quality, angling, otters).  Mr. 
Arras asked about the mouth of the Rickreall and if there were any plans to control weeds to increase 
flow.  Hunt said it was dependent on the type of invasive and funding, but Mr. Dunkin didn’t think that 
it the invasive species would affect fish passage.  There are two college age students that are 
volunteering by video documenting the fish and there was a discussion about producing the footage for 
the public to view to better understand the project.  Discussion regarding future Steelhead passage at 
Mercer Reservoir and how it affects all the partners (City of Dallas, NMFS, Hancock, BLM, ODF&W, 
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NOAA).  Dunkin explained the upgrades and improvements to the current trap which should be able to 
handle Steelhead in the future.  Discussion regarding the current permit and renewal (expires in January 
2015).  Discussion regarding boat prohibition, poaching and education/outreach at Mercer Reservoir. 
Carter suggested sharing this information with the Grand Ronde Tribe.   
 
Habitat Enhancements:   (see handout/map) Hunt has talked to Hancock, but still needs to get with BLM 
regarding shovel (purple on map) and felling (red) work.  Potential projects for the next year include 
alder thinning and conifer replanting. Hunt explained that Hancock is open to placing old Christmas 
trees in the large wood structures already in place.  
 
Invasive species:  Hunt reported that there is knotweed in the Rickreall below Dallas and near Villwocks 
Ford.  Hunt also removed some ivy from the large trees near Dallas Vision Center with a new volunteer 
who would like to coordinate future ivy pulls. 
 
MEMBER REPORTS:   
Hancock:  Bakke reported they hired a new forester named Peter Stone and he has the same phone # as 
the previous one.  
 
Kenn Carter:  reported that he is a property owner in the Glenn-Gibson Watershed now.  The city of 
Dallas has been working on a storm water master plan that is going thru the review process and will be 
shared in the future (possibly this spring).  It is an inventory of issues (public and private) and includes 
suggestions for improvements and a list of what is working. 
 
BLM: Snedaker reported that the financial progress reports are due March 31st and that the large wood 
placement sites are looking very good. 
 
Sportsman’s Club:  Dunkin reported the recent flow event scraped some salmon redds. 
 
Polk Soil and Water Conservation District:  Hunt reported the large grant review went very well.  Karen 
Hans (ODF&W) has provided valuable feedback to make it more attracted to OWEB.  Hunt divided the 
project into two phases (helicopter trips), lowering the initial financial output. He chose the south fork 
for the first phase.  He feels that if they fund the first phase (at a reduced cost), they are more likely to 
fund second phase, spreading the cost out over several grant cycles. 
 
MINUTES (see handout): October 23, 2014 minutes accepted as presented. 
 
BUSINESS:  
City budget:  Hunt asked the board to think about projects above the dam to bring to the city as they are 
developing their budget.  One possible idea is gravel hauling and placement. 
Council action plan:  An update is required by April and Hunt would like the board’s help to develop it.  
He will bring the existing one to the next meeting for people to provide input and update. 
Woodcutting:  Bakke said there is no woodcutting allowed at the log decks along the Rickreall. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS:  
Officer Elections:  Hunt will put on January’s agenda.  Hunt will send out descriptions. 
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Steelhead survey: Bakke asked if Hunt knew of any other group (non-governmental) doing this, as they 
could answer questions about the process.  Hunt will look into different options with the east side creeks 
and talk to ODF&W. 
 
ADJOURNED: 
Carter adjourned the meeting at 2:32 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Tom Wilson (PSWCD Clerk) on January 6th, 2015. 
 
Reviewed January 16, 2015 by Lucas Hunt. 
 
 
_____________________________________  ________________________  
Officer Signature       Date Approved 
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