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Rickreall Watershed Council 
580 Main Street, Suite A 

Dallas, OR 97338 
503-623-9680 ext. 104 

rickreallwc@hotmail.com 

Rickreall Watershed Council (RWC) 
Meeting Minutes – January 22, 2015 

 
This Rickreall Watershed Council meeting was held January 22, 2015 at 1pm in the Delbert Hunter 
Arboretum House, Dallas City Park, Dallas, OR. 
 
PRESENT: Lucas Hunt (Coordinator), Kenn Carter (Chair), Jason Dunkin (Polk County Sportsman’s 
Club), Scott Snedaker (Bureau of Land Management), Rich Wolcott (Sec/Treas), Jenniffer Bakke 
(Hancock), Tom Gilson (guest - City of Dallas), Cooper Noack (guest), Dale Derouin (Board Member) 
and Nancy Hueler (guest). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 
 
MINUTES (see handout): By consensus the December 29, 2014 minutes accepted as presented. 
 
TREASURER REPORT (see handout):  Invoices from Mid-Willamette Watershed Alliance (fiscal 
admin) and Polk SWCD (coordinator services/operations) included.  Hunt informed the board he would 
like to attend a salmon recovery conference in Vancouver WA, and will be asking for funds to pay for 3 
nights lodging.  Bakke suggested taking a poster or information detailing the work of the council 
regarding fish recovery and passage.  Carter asked if Hunt’s time would be paid by the SWCD or RWC.  
Hunt replied he will talk with the District Manager and see what she thinks.  Carter then added that the 
council would pay for his pro-rated time if the SWCD wasn’t interested (currently about .25 FTE of his 
position at the SWCD). 
 
COORDINATOR REPORT: Hunt reported that he went to the Glenn-Gibson WC meeting and spoke 
with them about OWEB Requirements for Merit Evaluation (see handout put together by Ken Bierly).  
The merit review must be completed by March 1st and Hunt would like to have some help in updating 
the council’s two year work plan.  Hunt suggested highlighting partnerships and successful current 
projects in the evaluation.   
 
Hunt talked with Elise Kelly (ODF&W) regarding possible work in steelhead passage, and one of her 
concerns (possibly NMFS’1 also) was a long term commitment to a project, as currently the Coho 
passage is done on a volunteer, and ODF&W could consider this a long term (50 years or more) project.   
Another concern is trap maintenance and improvement.  Discussion regarding timing, possible partners 
and funding sources of steelhead passage.  
 

                                                           
1 National Marine Fisheries Service 
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Hunt, some of the board members, and people from the city of Dallas visited Mercer Dam to talk about 
the fish pillow project.  Discussion regarding other possible small grant ideas, and the logistics/timing of 
applying for an OWEB small grant.  Carter suggested moving forward on small grants for the fish pillow 
and wood placement, to show the city/other partners that it is a priority for the council. 
 
MEMBER REPORTS:   
Hancock:  Bakke gave a quick explanation of the Oregon Forest Practice Rules.  Currently the rules 
regarding the size of riparian buffers on streams containing salmon and steelhead are under review and 
could be expanded from 25 to 100 feet, effecting landowners.  The rules might also be broadened to 
include non-fish bearing streams.  This could affect the Rickreall.  The rules should be set by the end of 
the year, but for now there are a lot of unknowns. 
 
BLM: Snedaker reported the BLM has two timber sales in the land above Mercer Dam, which would 
potentially affect any steelhead passage works. He reported that Steelhead and Coho co-exist together 
rather well and studies have shown there are more of both types when co-mingled as opposed to having 
only one species. 
 
Sportsman’s Club: Dunkin reported that the fish trap is still in place pending whether the council will be 
trapping steelhead this winter.  Carter suggested talking to the city of Dallas, and Mr. Gilson replied that 
he has talked to his boss, and as long it is only for a count (and not trap and haul) the city doesn’t care.  
Bakke asked if the current permit allows for marking the fish, and Dunkin said it did allow them to hole 
punch the tail.  Snedacker requested Dunkin appropriately save any pieces/scales of the fish.   
 
Polk Soil and Water Conservation District:  Hunt reported he is continuing to work on completing 
updates to the large wood grant that is due to the lead reviewer by the 5th of February. 
 
BUSINESS:  
Fiscal Agent update: Hunt has talked to Luke Westphal of the Greater Yamhill Basin WC to examine a 
potential partnership, and Hunt would like a board member to go their meeting on Wednesday Jan. 28th 
at 6pm to talk to their board.  Westphal’s initial thoughts are that it would be a good arrangement and he 
will talk to his board to gauge their interest. Hunt will be following up on all the options and Wilcott 
will try to attend the Greater Yamhill Basin WC meeting.  Bakke asked if Westphal would be willing to 
come a RWC meeting and meet the group, and Hunt said he would ask him. 
 
Council Action Plan: Hunt forgot them in the office and will email them out, or board members can stop 
by the office.  Derouin reported that the city of Dallas and ODF&W have signed a 10 year cooperative 
agreement that allows for cost share of several projects and suggested the RWC work with the city and 
ODF&W.  Discussion regarding potential projects.   
 
RW Foundation/Dallas Community Foundation (DCF):  Derouin described the formation of the RWF as 
fundraising tool and grant recipient entity (a 501c3).  The RWF paid for most of Claudia Chinook and 
hauling logs for the large wood debris project. He reported there hasn’t been any fundraising done lately 
and the foundation has only about $50,000 in the account.  He reported that he suggested to the other 
board members (Hugh Buchanan and Claude White) that the RWF transfer the remaining funds to the 
DCF for use by the RWC (which has historically been about 3-4% a year interest). A major concern 
from the other foundation board members is the possibility of losing money (the DCF invests in 
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stocks/bonds) and access. The RWF would still exist as a grant recipient for the RWC.  The arboretum 
has transferred their funds to the DCF.  Derouin asked for input from the board and discussion followed 
regarding the best use of the foundation, access to the funds, and potential funders. Bakke suggested an 
endowment and asked if the RWF funds can be used to pay for council expenses, and Derouin said yes.   
Annual  renewal for RWC incorporation:  Hunt asked the board for permission to renew their corporate 
status.  By consensus the board approved the payment. 
 
2 year work plan subcommittee: Hunt will do more research, talk to Ken Bierly, and report back to the 
board.  Hunt reported that Glen-Gibson gets $16,000/year from Salem Electric, and in the next biennium 
there will be discussion about merging the two (again).  In response to a question from Hueler, Hunt 
explained that while they are two separate councils, they are paid from OWEB under one grant, but are 
separate in day to day operations.  He suggested that the situation will have to change in the future due 
to OWEB requirements.    
 
Officers Election: Hunt explained the by-laws and the make-up of the council (board members, 
participation stakeholders, and non-voting board members) and that one must be a board member to be 
an officer.  Carter stated he felt strongly enough that the chair should change (to give legitimacy to the 
council) that he will not repeat.  Discussion regarding the duties of the positions.   
 
By consensus the board appointed Nancy Heuler to the board as a watershed resident. 
 
Bakke volunteered to be Chair. Derouin volunteered to remain the vice-chair. Heuler volunteered to be 
secretary.   Wolcott volunteered to remain the treasurer.  By consensus the board accepted these 
assignments (and Carter as immediate past president), effective at the end of the meeting. 
 
ADJOURNED: 
Carter adjourned the meeting at 2:55 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted by Tom Wilson (PSWCD Clerk) on Feb 6th, 2015. 
 
Reviewed February 24, 2015 by Lucas Hunt. 
 
 
_____________________________________  ________________________  
Officer Signature       Date Approved 
 
 
_____________________________________  _______________________ 
Officer Name                  Officer Title 


