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Rickreall Watershed Council 
580 Main Street, Suite A 

Dallas, OR 97338 
503-623-9680 ext. 104 

rickreallwc@hotmail.com 

Rickreall Watershed Council (RWC) 
Meeting Minutes – February 26, 2015 

 
This Rickreall Watershed Council meeting was held February 26, 2015 at 1:00 pm in the Delbert 
Hunter Arboretum House, Dallas City Park, Dallas, OR. 
 
PRESENT: Lucas Hunt (Coordinator), Jason Dunkin (Polk County Sportsman’s Club), Dale Derouin 
(Board Member), Mike Arras (guest) and Nancy Heuler (Secretary). 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS:  None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 
 
GREENBELT LAND TRUST UPPER RICKREALL CONVERSATION:  The Greenbelt Land 
Trust presenter will be rescheduled since City, Hancock and BLMi representatives were unable to make 
it to today’s meeting. The Greenbelt Land Trust is in the Corvallis/Eugene area.  It purchases former 
agriculture land and converts it to conservation property (e.g. Bald Hill and the Eugene corridor – see 
their website). Karin Nembach of Polk SWCD called them to see if they might be able to help with the 
Upper Rickreall conservation easement process for source water protection.  Their representative was to 
come up and meet with BLM, Hancock and the City (at a RWC meeting or elsewhere) to explore 
opportunities and to see if it is a good fit. 
 
MINUTES (see handout): Approval of the January 22, 2015 minutes postponed until the next 
meeting.  Nancy asked, since the City had no objections to trapping steelhead, if that meant that Jason 
would actually be doing that.  Jason said no, as the proper permits from ODFWii and/or BLM had not 
been secured yet. 
 
TREASURER REPORT:  Two-page handout: Invoices from Mid-Willamette Watershed Alliance 
(fiscal admin) and Polk SWCD (coordinator services/operations).   
 

• Hunt said the invoice included the $300 approved in January for his attendance at the June 
salmon recovery conference in Vancouver WA.  Jason might attend the Pelton (near Madras) 
fish conference this year.  

• MWWAiii is no longer funded by OWEBiv. Their Treasurer is Jim Castle, an accountant who 
also sits on the Glenn-Gibson Board.  His bookkeeping services have been contracted out to 
RWC for about 1 1/2 years at a greatly reduced rate (about 3% vs. 15%).  However, he is 
resigning at the end of this biennium (June 30) and we will need to find someone else to act as 
fiscal agent (to be discussed at the next RWC meeting).  He will continue signing OWEB grants 
through then but won’t be taking on any new grants. Now that Jim is no longer Treasurer, the 
MWWA has decided to disband. 
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• Coordinator salary: (See negative number under “Total Remaining”) We are mostly covered for 
the Coordinator salary through May, though we may need to use some discretionary funds to 
cover our costs.  No money will be available in June. To fund the Coordinator for June, we 
would have to request that amount from the Foundation funds.  By July (beginning of next 
biennium) we may find out from OWEB whether or not we’ve been funded for the next 
biennium.  We may not find out until August since OWEB has moved their decision this year 
back by one month to mid-July. If we haven’t been funded, the Board will have to decide 
whether or not to have a volunteer coordinator (which wouldn’t last very long), use Foundation 
funds for a coordinator, merge with Greater Yamhill or Luckiamute WCs or disband and use the 
Foundation funds for projects.  We could also appeal an OWEB decision not to fund us. It’s 
possible that Polk SWCD and/or the City and/or BLM would be willing to continue some of the 
RWC projects already in the works. 

 
COORDINATOR REPORT: 
Volunteer Update:  

• Cooper Noack and about 12 volunteers helped the District (Liz Graham) and RWC with some 
creekside planting near the LaCreole bridge on Saturday, February 21. Hunt reported that he 
went to the Glenn-Gibson WC meeting and spoke with them about OWEB Requirements for 
Merit Evaluation (see handout put together by Ken Bierly).  The merit review must be completed 
by March 1st and Hunt would like to have some help in updating the council’s two year work 
plan.  Hunt suggested highlighting partnerships and successful current projects in the evaluation. 

• Volunteer Sage DeLuna helped pull ivy in December. 
• Heuler has volunteered to help with publicity outreach for RWC and she and Cooper are now set 

up as administrators for the Facebook page. Heuler suggested that the more activity on the page 
the better and it would be great if Jason and Scott could post or provide her photos of the fish and 
woody debris projects.     

 
Steelhead Passage: 
Hunt and Scott Snedaker (BLM) talked with Elise Kelly and Alex Farrand (ODFW permits for Coho 
and steelhead trapping) regarding possible work in steelhead passage. Hunt will next work with NOAA to 
find out whom to pass the data onto in order to start the Endangered Species Act Section 10 process 
regarding harassment/incidental take of endangered species. Last November ODFW submitted the 
ESAv 4(d) permit request to NOAAvi for Coho trapping and are waiting to get it back from NOAA so 
they can amend it to include steelhead. (4-D outlines how ESA interacts with other agencies.) If NOAA 
doesn’t get it back to them until July, we will be out of luck for steelhead trapping this year.  Steelhead 
run in March, April and May. Last year’s blanket permit allowed us to handle steelhead through 
December 2014 if some should happen to show up, though they don’t generally show up until spring.  
So it’s unlikely that we’ll be trapping steelhead this spring but will set up next year’s permit request to 
allow us to trap into the following spring steelhead season. NOAA would like two years of trapping data 
to get a better idea of counts.  Summary: it will be multiple years before we can see steelhead passage.    
Part of our job is to prove to NOAA that the Rickreall Creek steelhead are not all strays from the 
Santiam, but rather is a regular self-sustaining run. (Dunkin said ODFW spawning data support a self-
sustaining run).  NMFS lists the area above the dam as potential/likely steelhead habitat prior to the 
dam.  There are also genetic questions about where the Rickreall steelhead are coming from – the 1970’s 
hatch boxes or if they are their own population.  One opinion is that west side populations are all 
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offshoots of east side populations and never existed prior to that. This leads to inconsistencies in 
conservation approaches, depending on the agency. 
 
Fish Pillow: 
Tom Gilson from the City called Hunt today regarding ODFW cost estimates (Marty Olson). Fred (City) 
had assured Tom that there is enough concrete structure in the apron to support a fish pillow there.  Tom 
passed that onto Marty so they did an estimate based on that. It will also probably have to go through 
CH2MHill.  The City would cover the liability if the City designs it. If the City designs it they could use 
that as part of their funding match (Restoration & Enhancement Fish Passage and Screening -R&E- 
Grant through ODFW.) ODFW provides up to 60% and the partners (RWC, City, maybe 
Hancock/OWEB) provide 40%.   Marty’s original estimate was approximately $50-55,000. But that 
included ODFW overhead as well as footing construction. Hopefully the new estimates will come in 
significantly lower and hopefully we can see it built this summer. Hunt will keep in touch with Tom 
about it.   
 
OWEB Grants: 
He would like to apply for other small grants but the Council Capacity OWEB grant March 2 deadline 
comes first in priority. Either the Rickreall and Glenn-Gibson work plans need to be turned in ASAP or 
we don’t get funded. This coming small grant cycle is due March 1 but there will be others. There is 
about $30,000 left for the next two cycles (~3 projects), according to Dunkin. Small grant possibilities: 
fish pillow, fish trap improvements, moving gravel above reservoir, more woody debris placement in 2-
3 areas more easily accessed in Laurel Creek area.  We’re also applying for a large grant to pay for 
helicopter drops of wood in areas harder to access.  Dunkin suggested that, if that doesn’t come through, 
it would be good to have a small grant available so that we can use up the 600 pieces of wood that we 
already have on hand, rather than let it rot or have to it give away to another council. The wood is 
decked in 5 areas, as well as scattered on BLM land. The stored logs are only good for 3-5 years and 
were felled last January so we have 1-2 more years left to do something with them (2-3 large grant 
cycles).  Hancock has also said that they could donate some logs to some of the smaller streams in the 
future.  In the past they have done some small design or match funding with other watershed council 
projects, but not direct grant funding. Backup plan if the OWEB helicopter funding doesn’t come 
through: There is about $65,000 of BLM funds left in the assistance agreements which could help pay 
for smaller helicopter work in the areas bordering BLM portions of the creek using BLM logs.  It would 
mean losing the bigger logs or using other small grants to put them in Rockhouse Creek. In that case, 
part of that money would have to go to relocating them from their present storage places.  
 
MEMBER REPORTS:   
Hancock:  Bakke not present. 
BLM: Snedaker not present. 
 
Sportsman’s Club: Dunkin reported that there is a November slash fire still smoldering above the dam 
on the other side of the river where Sea Wolf Road used to end before they tore the road out. It has been 
going on all winter. Fire season is coming up and Hancock should be notified. 
 
City of Dallas: Gilson not present.  Mike Arras will look into City of Dallas/ Hancock land negotiations 
and Lucas said he could update Mike with some of the RWC historical documents. 
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BUSINESS:  
Coordinator Services Invoice:  Hunt passed this month’s invoice #27 to Derouin to approve. 
Fiscal Agent update: See above for discussion of MWWA disbanding and loss of fiscal agent.   
RW Foundation/Dallas Community Foundation (DCF):  Hunt asked if the Rickreall Watershed 
Foundation funds had been transferred yet.  Derouin said no.  
Temperature Monitoring Program:  Hunt has spoken with Jenniffer Bakke about re-starting the 
temperature monitoring program and she said Hancock could easily start that back up again. 
 
Review OWEB Work Plan Items: Hunt asked a Board officer to sign this year’s RWC Work Plan 
submittal. Derouin signed it. Hunt did not have the Work Plan printed to hand out but could send out 
at a later time. It will be similar to last year’s plan.  OWEB will compare that with our progress this 
year.  As the Work Plan is set up, it rates projects by percentage completion.  However, for things like 
invasive species removal or leadership health, there is never a 100% completion because they are 
changing and ongoing activities.  Media plan:  RWC meeting dates and times are on the District website 
and goes out in our newsletter.  Need to get the website finished and explore an ongoing meeting 
announcement in the Itemizer-Observer Public Announcements section. 
 
Grand Ronde Relationship: Nancy asked about possible fish help from Tribes of the Grand Ronde, but 
Hunt said they are part of the Greater Yamhill WC (Agency Creek). But they are somewhat in Polk 
County’s jurisdiction and there may be some support from Grand Ronde for fish conservation such as 
the fish ladder.  Derouin said this area is part of their ceded lands.  Discussion ensued about whether 
salmon were originally in Rickreall Creek before European settlement. Dunkin claimed that old-timers 
have said that spring Chinook were in the creek.  Hunt said that before the dam went in at Willamette 
Falls, there were some species that came up the Rickreall and it is likely that the local natives used them.  
Dunkin recalls being told that Grand Ronde owns some land in the Rickreall watershed but is not sure.  
Hunt said he could look into it.  Arras said he could talk to Frank Pender who is on the Park Board and 
ask him about it.  Frank had said they had a really good run last year.  Mike Wilson is head of the 
Natural Resources Dept. at Grand Ronde. 
 
Grand fir Donation for Upper Rickreall Planting: Polk SWCD has some leftover Grand fir to donate to 
plant in the upper watershed along the creek. Hunt will talk to Jenniffer Bakke (absent) about it. Dunkin 
proposed planting them along Rockhouse Creek and below the dam, areas currently low in conifers.  
Dunkin reminded Council to seek permission from Hancock. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS & Requests for March Agenda: 
Council Action Plan Updates:  Council Action Plan due in May.  Hunt will bring copies in as a handout 
for the March meeting.  Heuler suggested that he email the copies so that we have more time to look at 
them. 
 
Fiscal Agent Options:  We need to explore options for a new fiscal agent at the March meeting.  Hunt 
will contact Cascade Pacific Resources and Conservation and Mary’s River Watershed Council who 
contracts out bookkeeping with other watersheds.  Either way, the fiscal fee will increase from 3% to 
probably closer to 15%. Cascade will charge the full 15%.  Derouin noted that Cascade Pacific was 
unstable and administratively top heavy when we previously worked with them. Wolcott was not able to 
attend the last Greater Yamhill WC meeting but Hunt talked to them. They did not feel ready to take on 
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our bookkeeping duties. They may also be outsourcing their bookkeeping in the future. Luke Westphal 
can do bookkeeping for Greater Yamhill but doesn’t have experience doing bookkeeping for other 
organizations. Other possibilities?  Calapooia?  
 
Rickreall Creek Trail:  Heuler asked if RWC has anything to do with the creek trail that the City is 
building. Hunt says we haven’t been asked to participate – it’s under the Parks Department (Ron Lines). 
A few years ago, Polk SWCD was involved in a small grant for ivy removal and planting in the section 
between Main (near SWCD) and Levens (near City Park).  The plants were not watered enough by the 
City and many died. The redcedar are doing pretty well there according to Derouin. The District just did 
something similar in the LaCreole to Fir Villa section, with plants leftover from the plant sale such as 
indian plum and Oregon grape which do well there.  The previously planted Western redcedar have not 
done well there. This time they also opted for bigger stock which is easier for city employees to track 
and water.  There have been discussions about the District and RWC helping the individuals/groups who 
are “adopting” sections of the trail with ivy/invasive pulls or planting but that has not gone anywhere.  
Hunt said he should talk to Liz Habley about it again.  A volunteer from the Ford Family Leadership 
Foundation contacted Hunt about developing three interpretive signs and installing them along the creek. 
Hunt sent her some information. Derouin said that a committee of volunteers has been meeting to come 
up with ways to make this happen. The project is going ahead with the City paying for the signs, or most 
of them.    
 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  Thursday, 26 March 2015, 1:00 pm, Arboretum House. 
 
ADJOURNED: 2:10 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Nancy Heuler (Secretary) on March 13, 2015. 
 
Reviewed March 25, 2015 by Lucas Hunt. 
 
 
_____________________________________  ________________________  
Officer Signature       Date Approved 
 
 
_____________________________________  _______________________ 
Officer Name                  Officer Title 
                                                           
i Bureau of Land Management 

ii Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

iii Mid-Willamette Watershed Alliance 

iv Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board 

v Endangered Species Act 

vi National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 


