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Rickreall Watershed Council 
580 Main Street, Suite A 

Dallas, OR 97338 
503-623-9680 ext. 104 

rickreallwc@hotmail.com 

Rickreall Watershed Council (RWC) 
Meeting Minutes – December 15, 2015 

 

This Rickreall Watershed Council meeting was held November 18, 2015 at 2:00 pm in the Delbert 

Hunter Arboretum House, Dallas City Park, Dallas, OR. 

 

PRESENT: Lucas Hunt (Coordinator); Jenniffer Bakke (Hancock); Jason Dunkin (Polk Co. 

Sportsman’s Club); Scott Snedaker (BLM); Dale Derouin (resident); Rich Wolcott (resident); Ken Hale 

(resident); Nancy Heuler (resident); Sage DeLuna (resident). 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 1:13 pm 

 

INTRODUCTIONS:  

 Roundtable introductions. Two new attendees: Ken Hale, formerly of NRCS and Sage DeLuna, 

who has worked as an ivy-pull volunteer and would like to help organize an ivy-pull volunteer 

program. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  

 November minutes approved. 

 

FINANCIALS:  2 attachments in PDF packet 

 Refer to SWCD invoice. 

 Refer to Dec. 15 Expenditure Tracking Sheet. 

 

 New fiscal agent Cascade Pacific cut checks to SWCD for Coordinator services and the Skid 

Creek contractor yesterday. Molly is the financial manager there.   

 

 Expenditure Tracking Sheet: (Skid Creek = columns labeled 11-14-010. CCGA= OWEB 

Council Capacity Grant. Projected figures in italics.) By January 2017, we will be out of funds to 

pay Cascade Pacific, so will have to move to in-house fiscal management and/or do without 

Coordinator services. Skid Creek: Hunt spent money for a permit with the County and to rent a 

pump. Action Item: Hunt still needs to write a Project Completion Report and do a final billing. 

 

 Bakke signed the December invoice for Coordinator services. 

 

 Next meeting to discuss: Shall we move to an hourly rate from a blanket rate. Now that he is 

splitting his time with Glenn-Gibson, Hunt feels it would be more transparent that way. It would 

mean amending the District contract and meeting with Karin and GG. The GG HIP funds from 

Salem Electric have not been included so far in the total funds that we are tracking. GG is 
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working on several small grant projects and Hunt would like renew relationships with the 

schools.  

 

REPORTS: 

 BLM- Snedaker:  

o RAC project proposals have come in and most will probably be funded in Title 2. They 

come to $75 – 80 K. There is some question about whether the Dutch Creek project was 

submitted by the County. 

o The uppermost South Fork large wood structure is holding back the sediment well. 

o There is a debris torrent below the dam with turbidity from old clear cuts. We could use 

more wood below the dam to catch some of this sediment. The dam is mitigating the 

turbidity coming from the upper watershed. 

o Hunt on dam sediment: CH2MHill estimated that the reservoir lost one-third of its 

capacity after the latest big fire in the 1990’s. They estimated the input was about 10 

acre-feet per year. The sediment was dredged with belly-scoops in 2001 and dumped on a 

gentle hill nearby. Hunt and an intern attempted to estimate it again last summer through 

topographic modeling but the robot wasn’t talking to the hand-held. The City is interested 

in how many water-days of reserve we have. They will try again next summer once the 

equipment is fixed. Three feet of flashboards were installed in the early 2000’s.  Since the 

mill and Tyco left, there has been less demand for industrial water use. If they did dredge, 

where would they put the sediment? The dump location would be a big determinant of 

the transportation costs. Or maybe a gravel company might be interested in purchasing 

the aggregates, depending on their composition.  

 

Hancock- Bakke: Hancock requested that ODFW not include the Rickreall Regulated Hunt Area in their 

2016 Big Game Hunting Regulations. They have not yet determined what they plan to do during the 

month of November when the gate was traditionally left open.  

 Sportsmen’s Club - Dunkin:  

 

o Dunkin is the RWC representative to the OWEB small grant team. RWC didn’t submit 

any this time around (Nov. 15 deadline). Next cycle deadline is Feb. 14. There still is no 

funding for the approved Laurel Creek project due to outstanding reports still due from 

the Greater Yamhill partner. RWC has no outstanding reports.  

 

 City of Dallas – Gilson: Absent 

 

BUSINESS:  

 Pope Water Planning Letter of Support:  Attachment in PDF packet. Approved a Letter of 

Support for Commissioner Pope’s Letter of Interest on water resources funding for Polk County. 

Oregon Dept. of Water Resources is taking comments, due Jan. 6. It’s good to be at the table for 

these discussions.  The next stage for the County would be the application stage.  

 

 RWC/RWF meeting status:  There has been no meeting with the Trustees yet. Dale will contact 

them again.  Target meeting date is by the end of January. 
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 Whooshh meeting report: 

 

o Hunt and Dunkin met with the Whooshh representatives, who came down to look at the 

site. They discussed options and cost scenarios, including moving the trap up the outlet 

channel, tank-based haul method, running water. We should also consult ODFW about 

the best operation of the trap. Whooshh thinks it’s doable.   

 

o The next step is to have a discussion and MOU with the City about the roles that all 

parties play in the passage program. ODFW and NMFS want a formal agreement with 

assurances as to the longevity of the program.  Whether or not the trap is relocated would 

affect the discussion. The ODFW passage engineer should be brought in to discuss 

moving or keeping the current location and funding would need to be found. Dale has 

briefly mentioned the Whooshh technology to City Manager, Ron Foggin. This also ties 

into the scheduled January discussion with OSU (Guillermo) and ODFW about fish 

passage. 

 

 Insurance:  Due to Hunt’s time constraints with various grant applications, the insurance 

application was postponed. It should take 2-5 hours of his time. Bakke will check in with the 

other non-profit group that she is involved with about their insurance. 

 

 Network of Oregon Watershed Councils:  Glenn-Gibson wants to know if we want to go in with 

them on a $200/biennium membership to this organization.  Hunt will email the RWC Board 

with information about what membership would offer us. It might include group-rate insurance 

policies, legal representation and a New Coordinator Handbook. 

 

PROJECT UPDATES/ PLANNING: 

Fish Pillow update; reservoir status: Gilson absent 

Screw trap repairs MOA:  Hunt. Nothing has been done about this yet. The goal is to have it done by the 

end of January. 

Coho passage / trap status: Dunkin. 

 This year he has trapped 115 fish: 57 males, 20 females and 38 jacks. By comparison Willamette 

Falls has counted 2600 adults and 900 jacks. For the first time, he caught 2 juvenile steelhead. 

There was a steelhead redd above the trap location last winter. He caught 2 Coho smolts for the 

first time.  There has been a lot of high water with the recent heavy rains, which has affected his 

ability to replace the trap bars at times. Removing the bars help protect the trap in high water. 

Typically, the males show up three days after a rise in the river and the females show up four 

days afterwards. The accumulated fine sediment in the trap should be removed before the next 

Coho season.  

 Current steelhead plan: Trap steelhead this spring (Feb-March/April) and release them after 

tagging or fin punching. The goal is to estimate the population below the dam. Our current 
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ODFW permit extension runs through January, 2016. Action item: Hunt will call Alex Farrand at 

ODFW to remind him about changing the permit to allow trapping this spring. Guillermo at OSU 

would be interested in looking at any tail/fin tissue, which should be fixed in alcohol as it is 

collected. We should talk to Guillermo about how he wants it done in January. OSU may provide 

the materials, as may HFM or possibly Dunkin. 

Skid Creek fish passage, contractor thank-you card: Hunt. Completion report is due by April, 2016. 

Hunt suggested sending a thank you card to the contractors on behalf of the Board. Consensus was that 

it would be a good idea. 

BLM 2015 RAC application:  Hunt.  Hunt submitted the RAC application on time. He can send out the 

completed form to the Board. He has letters of support from BLM and ODFW. The date for the awards 

meeting is still TBA, probably before Christmas. The RAC review team is made up of Commissioners 

and community members. 

DWPP application 12/21:  The Drinking Water Providers Partnership 

http://oregonwatersheds.org/jobs/grant-drinking-water-providers-network  includes state and federal 

agencies in Oregon and Washington.  The grant money, awarded in February, would go towards our 

helicopter project.  Drinking water would be affected as stream sediment fills up the reservoir. Also, 

LWD in the stream increases stream complexity, which would result in cooler water further into the 

summer. Having a measurable element in the application is often helpful in the approval process. Hunt 

would like to get a letter of support from the City for the drinking water application. He will be meeting 

with Tom Gilson this afternoon to get some questions answered. It’s due by 5 pm Monday. The RAC 

letters of support may also apply to this.  Craig Pope said he would also write a letter of support. If 

RWC holds the funds, Cascade Pacific charges 10% to hold them, whereas there would be no fee if 

SCWD held the funds. 

Confederated Tribes of the Grande Ronde Community Fund application:   

 The letter of interest is due in January.  

Rockhouse Ground LWD small grant application 2/14:  

 Priority for this application will depend on whether or not the helicopter and fish pillow grants 

are approved.  Will the HFM $20,000 go to this or the helicopter? Hunt needs to do some maps 

for this. 

S Fork Aerial LWD small grant application 2/14: 

 The helicopter work maps need to get done. 

Fish Pillow small grant application: If Tom Gilson at the City gets the fish pillow design done in early 

January, Hunt can submit a small grant application for that.  It’s a 60% (ODFW)-40% (partners) cost 

share agreement. Estimated cost is $30-35,000.  

http://oregonwatersheds.org/jobs/grant-drinking-water-providers-network



