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Rickreall Watershed Council 
580 Main Street, Suite A 

Dallas, OR 97338 
503-623-9680 ext. 104 

rickreallwc@hotmail.com 

Rickreall Watershed Council (RWC) 
Meeting Minutes – November 21, 2016 

 

This Rickreall Watershed Council meeting was held November 21, 2016 at 2:00 pm in the Delbert 

Hunter Arboretum House, Dallas City Park, Dallas, OR. 

 

PRESENT: Lucas Hunt (Coordinator); Richard Wolcott (resident); Nancy Heuler (resident); Jason 

Dunkin (Sportsmen’s Club); Scott Snedaker (BLM); Jenniffer Bakke (Hancock). 

 

CALL TO ORDER: 2:15 pm by Chair Bakke 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  

 

Hunt had three funding announcements (A-1, A-2, A-3 in packet) from BLM (Snedaker) and 

OWEB. 

1) CCLS (Community Capacity and Land Stewardship) one-year grant - $5,000-$24,000 for 

restoration projects. Due Dec. 12. Must benefit National Forest watershed. Would help fund a 

coordinator rather than on-the-ground work? Appropriate for Canyon Creek Forest Service 

lands? – Possible alder conversion to conifer (e.g. cedar) Bakke and Hunt will look into it. Hunt 

will forward more information  

2) Due Dec.15. Increasing instream flow from landowners. 

3) Water supply – Hunt might talk to Craig Pope about it. Due April 5. 

 

PROJECT UPDATES / PLANNING:  

 

Coordinator Report:   

 

Salmon: Dunkin.  Page A-4 packet. There have been Coho in the trap mostly every day during 

the fall run.48 females, 56 males- total adults are up from 2013 brood year (parents). Our 

population increased from last year, while other locations have gone down (see chart). The 

majority have spawned above the reservoir where the otters have been eating some. Dunkin 

noticed 4 redds in Rockhouse Creek but didn’t release any fish there this year. There have been 

some other tire tracks at the fish trap. Hard to know for sure if poaching is happening or if fish 

are escaping. The run is near the end, especially the females. 

 

Rockhouse Shovel LWD wood acquisition:  Dunkin has some ideas for log placement in 

Rockhouse, which he gave to Hunt. He also has some ideas for putting 7 logs on Kyle Creek. It’s 

small enough to incorporate into the Laurel Creek small grant. Bakke can go look with Duncan 

at the site. For both Rockhouse and Kyle Creeks, she needs a diagram on a map with a write-up 

detailing where logs come from, when it will be done, what it is attached to.  Hunt can help him 
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put it together. Bakke and Hunt will look for an email regarding Environmental Enhancement 

Funds.   

DWPP Briefing and Tour:  Hunt. On December 13 there will be a briefing at City Hall (10 am) 

followed by a tour for selected participants of the helicopter project at 11 am. Kathy Kellon of 

the Geos Institute is taking the lead and Hunt is working with her on photos, presentations and 

the tour. Gail Oberst of Luckiamute wrote up a blog about it that Hunt will post on our Rickreall 

website and the SWCD newsletter. Kathy also wrote a blog post for the Geos website. Invitations 

and save-the-dates will be going out to SWCD and City Council. Susan at Geos is the person 

contacting the press. The Geos Institute “houses” the DWPP funding, which is part of the 

Working Waters Initiative coordinated by Kellon. The Geos Institute is putting out their 2017 

call RFPs. Possibly apply for Rockhouse with the CCLS? Due Dec. 15. It’s a funding stream to 

keep in mind. Our money from last year was all federal but sometimes it is a combination of 

federal and/or state money. It probably helped that the grant was being combined into an existing 

project agreement and that it was a new funding program.  

Our BLM financial assistance agreement with SWCD in Jan. 2017 and our MOU with SWCD 

for the upper Rickreall expires in mid-2017.  Another BLM assistance agreement that requires 

matching funds expires in 2018. 

 

No discussion regarding: Annual Report to Commissioners, Helicopter work and DWPP tour, 

Laurel Creek Shovel LWD, Alder Conversion/ riparian planting, Waymire oak savanna, 

Temperature monitoring, One Mile Creek directional felling, Mercer Dam plunge pool, Canyon 

Creek and WeyCo South Fork, Screw trap repairs, Steelhead reintroduction plan, Urban water 

efficiency outreach, Drinking water tour. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  No meeting in September. August minutes were approved with a few 

edits. Hunt will make the edits and email them to Bakke to sign and return. October minutes were 

approved as is in the packet.  

 

 FINANCIALS:   

 Financial Report: Packet Attachment: Italic text = projected expenditures.  

 Council Capacity and Laurel Creek – no changes. 

 Helicopter project funds. Used up: BLM, DWPP, CTGR, Hancock, most of Foundation money 

except for $1-2K. We are still waiting on a $1,300 bill for the Friends of BS Refuge logs. Hunt 

asked Bakke to sign the agreement piece for the $40K Hancock funds. Total was $232,500. 

Including all the matching and materials it came to $504,000. This and the Arboretum projects 

have been our most expensive projects so far. 

 November Coordinator Services invoice signed by Bakke. 

 Hunt is aiming to have the Laurel Creek project bid out by the end of January. 

 

REPORTS: 

 City of Dallas: Gilson. Absent. 

 

 Sportsmen’s Club: Dunkin. Discussion about whether to submit articles to the IO about fish 

passage. Some previous articles have been published. Should we let other agencies know about 

this vs. do we want the public fishing for Coho? The Rickreall isn’t reflected in the current 
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management plan as contributing to the Willamette population. ODFW publishes to the public 

about where to fish for Coho and the mouth of the creek is a vulnerable spot. If the ocean 

conditions were better we would probably have more fish. Hunt will contact Brandon to go out 

and survey with Dunkin. If we get credit for our work, especially with other fish biologists, it 

might help with new project. Hunt will send out the old IO links to the Council for review. 

American Fisheries Society has an active Facebook page and they are having a February state 

chapter meeting in Bend where we could submit a poster or do a short presentation. It would 

good to make it heavy on statistics and monitoring. A 3-D drone project with polarized lenses 

could collect GPS points of redds, etc.  There are people at OSU working with drones. If we can 

get a quote from a drone company ($10K?), Snedaker might be able to get some of BLM funds 

to cover part of it. Another possible funding source could be the OSU Fish and Wildlife Habitats 

and Managed Forests grant program (College of Forestry). RFPs come out in February to 

Hancock. Hunt will contact the drone company in Corvallis.  

 

 BLM- Snedaker:   

 

o Snedaker took Cory Sipher, acting District fish biologist for the new BLM Oregon 

District, on tour of the log placements. Four logs had rolled out of place at 42 or 43 and 

44. The rest looked OK. Idea: Take Joe Sheehan of DSL (formerly ODFW) around?  

 

o Timber sale activity? Most of the logging is being shut down for winter, except for some 

smaller projects at C-9, Gilmour and Rickline. Cedar Ridge will be coming up. There is 

some small coarse wood in debris piles on C-9 that won’t be going anywhere for a year.  

 

 Hancock: Bakke.  The gate is open – lots of people up there. There is a No Trespassing sign at 

the Reservoir but it gets ignored a lot. There is a sign stating that fishing for trout and bass is 

legal but not salmon or steelhead.  

 

BUSINESS: 

 Work plan items needing attention: add new members and improve interaction between RWC 

and City Council – e.g., Jenny Rummel (formerly on Parks Board) and Micky Garus 

(sportsman).  How best to interact?  Informal one-on-one coffee meeting. Invite to briefing and 

tour. Send an introductory letter with a list of projects/ action plan. Goal: to impress upon them 

what we do, what we can help with, what support we need from them. Are you aware of this is 

how your city manages the water? Improve their knowledge of current practices and projects 

when it comes to source water so they can make informed decisions. Do you want your staff to 

be putting more time into different projects? Regarding a potential watershed tour, the City 

might prefer an emphasis on the infrastructure, whereas we would be more interested in showing 

them the ecosystem and how it interacts with the infrastructure. Get some feedback from Tom 

and Ron about possible interest in a tour? We’ve been discussing putting on a tour for the 

general public anyway. Let’s see which of them show up at the briefing and tour first.  




