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Rickreall Watershed Council 

165 D Street 

Independence, OR 97351 

503-779-7285 

rickreallwc@hotmail.com 

Rickreall Watershed Council (RWC) 
Meeting Minutes – September 27, 2018 

 
This Rickreall Watershed Council meeting was held September 27, 2018 at 1:00 pm at the Delbert 
Hunter Arboretum House, Dallas City Park, Dallas, OR 97338. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Lucas Hunt-Coordinator; Jenniffer Bakke- (Chair, HFM) Nancy 
Heuler-(Secretary, Arboretum, resident), Jason Dunkin (Sportsmen’s Club), Tony Spitzak (BLM fish 
biologist), Dale Derouin (Vice-Chair, resident). 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 1:10 pm by Bakke 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Lucas needs to review. Approval of August minutes was deferred until 
October.  
 
FINANCIALS: (Packet, pp. 2-3).  

• August timecard – About 50+% of time spent on RWC and GGWC combined with balance on 
WIN. Header codes: Capacity grant:032.Collaboration grant: 8007. Richards Creek: 013. 
Cascade keeps separate accounts for RWC and GGWC. 

• October begins a new quarter. Cascade bills OWEB quarterly. 

• TASK: New budget amendment with OWEB for the new quarter – work with Molly at Cascade. 
We should have a more normal reporting schedule by next month. 

• We are on track with capacity grant funds for now. We may be getting more capacity funds as 
the beginning of next biennium as of  July 2019. Spitzack: Other possible grant sources to 
leverage for culvert projects: National Forest Foundation, Patagonia stores, Drinking Water 
Providers Partnership, OWEB small grants. The reservoir variable drive pump, bridge and 
culvert replacements could also be used as leverage. 

• Tasks from last month:  

• TASK: Do a budget amendment with OWEB and Cascade. Move Coordinator funds to 
salary/benefits. Make sure details match up with Cascade’s. We should get something in 
writing as to what gets billed to whom and how it is reported to 

• TASK: Decide how to divide up and track Coordinator time among RWC, GGWC and WIN. 
(50% councils and 50% WIN?)  How important is detailed tracking of hours as long as tasks 
get completed? RWC and GGWC need to agree. 

• TASK: Get together with Molly at Cascade to track actual hours for capacity grant budget 
and collaboration grant funds (plus a budget adjustment).  About 11K (~330 hours) of the 
collaboration grant is allocated to Hunt.   

 
PROJECT UPDATES: 
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Richards Creek restoration – Hunt:  Project is about half done. Left to do: ivy spraying, winter planting, 

removing competing vegetation (“moisture control”). Estimated time of completion: June/July 2019. 

The OWEB grant expires in 2020. Cascade will hold $1,000 for vegetation management/moisture 

control in 2020/2011. After that a report to OWEB will be due. 

Rockhouse Creek LWD: (~100 pieces in ~8 structures off reservoir - now a District project. that Hunt is 
in the process of handing over to Jackson. Funded by OWEB small grant and DEQ water quality citation 
money.  
TASK: The ACoE permit is anticipated to arrive the week of October 15 (end of in-water work period).  
Hunt will work with Jackson to apply for an in-water variance (ODFW and DSL) from October 15 into 
November.  If it isn’t finished by this fall, the small grant funds have to be returned. Target work date is 
the third or fourth week of October, depending on the contractor. If a project is >1,500 cubic yards, it 
needs a joint permit from both agencies. (How to translate into cubic yards of wood?) It could be a 
stumbling point if Section 7 sediment discharge section or Section 10 is triggered. Idea: invite Mike 
DeBlossy (DSL) and Kinsey (ACoE) to do a short presentation on permits. 
TASK: Follow up with Kinsey to further explain erosion impacts. 
TASK: Hunt, Jackson and HFM Forester Peter Stone will mark roadside trees for coarse wood. 
TASK: Spitzack will talk to Snedaker to see if the LWD Laurel Creek post-notification has been done. 
 

Oregon State Weed Board grant partnership – Hunt:  Regarding Baskett Slough Ludwigia (water 

primrose: there is none below 99W. Hunt visited Baskett Slough frontage Rickreall Dairy owned by 

Louis Casmir. Willows take up lots of nitrogen from manure. It could be an interesting RWC tour. 

Volunteer projects:  A Boy Scout will be doing an ivy pull at Nesmith State Park at the Polk Co. 
Fairgrounds on October 27. Another Boy Scout wants to survey for Ludwigia and knotweed downstream 
from Baskett Slough above the Rickreall (Mud Slough). There is no start date yet, as he needs to get 
various landowner permissions. 
 
Organizational Collaboration Grant: See Business Section 
 
Fish passage:  

• Dunkin, Hunt and Spitzack did a survey below the dam and located a good spot for LWD around 
milepost 4 from the first gate (about 2 miles below the dam). This spot could maximize side 
channel spawning/rearing habitat. Could we use the Wyden amendment to get the logs? We 
could start with one- two structures. Spitzack would need to discuss the hydrology with Fitting. 
We could also talk to the City about hauling gravel.   

• Hunt, Spitzack and Dunkin visited the fish trap and took photos. They have not yet come up with 
a resolution on improvements. They also visited the dam and Rockhouse.  

• Met with HFM for a renewed access agreement (Jason, Bakke, Peter Stone). Dunkin’s volunteer 
form has been filled out. 

• Bakke noted that one HFM access placard is missing. Dunkin mistakenly threw his away, 
thinking it was expired. 

• Trap and haul numbers (see p.4) Note: In 2017, we didn’t trap for half the run. During poor 
ocean conditions, our numbers didn’t drop at the same rate as elsewhere; i.e. our percent of the 
total run either increased or held even.  
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• Fish Pillow: Should we restart discussions with the City now that the new State Forest rules have 
come out and City engineers are less busy with housing developments? 

TASK: As part of Action Planning, include a fish passage MOU with RWC and the City, BLM and 
HFM. (Long term) 
 
August tasks:  
TASK: Decide on funds for mileage reimbursement. Restoration Enhancement Fund priority ranking 
would not rank this highly as they prefer on-the-ground projects (e.g. a major overhaul of the fish trap).  
Dunkin suggested applying online for it anyway since it would be a relatively small amount ~$500.  
Alternatively, we could use the small amount of discretionary funds or Foundation funds.  
TASK: Temperature monitors  
 
BUSINESS:  

 

Select collaboration external interview candidates:  Hunt will send out the final results of the online poll 
prioritizing potential 7 interviewees. 
 
Schedule collaboration phase 1 retreat: Doodle poll results will be sent out. Looking at end of November 
or early December. 
 
DEQ fines local builder: (I-O article p. 8) DEQ fined Barberry Node developer, Fowler Homes 
(Meadows Investment), for  neglecting various aspects of erosion and sediment control, resulting in 
turbid water being released into a Rickreall Creek tributary. Fowler is required to restore removed 
vegetation, monitor it for two years and submit an updated Erosion and Sediment Control Plan (ESCP). 
We may be able to receive some of the fine money for one of our projects. 
 
City water planning and relationship: (I-O article p.9) At the recommendation of CH2MHill, The City is 
considering two options from the water master plan for water storage in addition to Mercer Reservoir. 
The options are an off-channel reservoir and storing it in the upper watershed. The aquifer storage and 
recovery (ASR) alternative is not feasible due to the structure of the aquifer. Current dam storage will be 
inadequate to withstand a 100-year drought by 2028 or a 50-year drought by 2033. What about periodic 
dredging of  the reservoir to increase capacity – too expensive? RWC should be part of these 
conversations, along with other stakeholders. The City doesn’t own land above the reservoir. PSWCD 
previously has written a Waters Project report about the upper watershed land ownership. TASK: Talk 
to Jake Dyer and Greg Ellis about the numbers and options. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS:  

Derouin: Derouin pulled some ivy off some trees on the creek by the Aquatic Center. 

BLM – Spitzack: Spitzack suggested we long term prioritize upstream culverts. When a timber sale 

comes up, we can use the portion of BLM wood that is designated for in-stream use. This is wood that is  

removed for cable yarding operations. Future timber sale areas: Gooseneck Creek (2021), Teal Creek, 

Central Boulder on the Black Rock Line.  We would need funds to transport and store the wood. 

Regarding restorable stream miles, Rickreall Creek is a BLM Aquatics Group top 10 priority watershed 

for steelhead/coho/chinook habitat in the Mary’s Creek District. HEC map of the watershed area is 
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available to use in GIS. Map# 1709-0007-0103 for upper basin. The NEPA Resource Management Plan 

(RMP) requires a 210’ buffer on both sides of fish-bearing streams, meaning they will also be doing 

thinning there. 

Arboretum – Heuler: TASK: Hunt send a copy of Douglass Fitting’s engineered log jam 

recommendations   to Spitzack. Heuler and Derouin gave him log jam tour after the meeting. 

Small Grant Team: Dunkin, Derouin. The existing grant request was approved at the last small grant 
team meeting. Canyon Creek structures have been designed and flagged but a new small grant is needed. 
The next small grant window opens October 29 and closes November 12.  In July, 2019 there should be 
another $100,000 in the kitty. Possible wood sources: Baskett Slough, Smithfield. 
 
REQUESTS FOR OCTOBER AGENDA:  

 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  Friday, October 26, 1-3 pm at Delbert Hunter Arboretum, Dallas 
City Park. 
 
ADJOURNED: 3:10 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by Nancy Heuler (Secretary) on October 20, 2018.  

 


