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Rickreall Watershed Council 

165 D Street 

Independence, OR 97351 

503-779-7285 

rickreallwc@hotmail.com 

Rickreall Watershed Council (RWC) 
Meeting Minutes – October 26, 2018 

 
This Rickreall Watershed Council meeting was held October 26, 2018 at 1:00 pm at the Delbert Hunter 
Arboretum House, Dallas City Park, Dallas, OR 97338. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Lucas Hunt-Coordinator; Jenniffer Bakke- (Chair, HFM) Nancy 
Heuler-(Secretary, Arboretum, resident), Tony Spitzak (BLM fish biologist), Dale Derouin (Vice-Chair, 
resident). 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 1:08 pm by Bakke 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: The organizational collaboration retreat for RWC only will take place at HFM 
on Nov. 30, 8am – noon.  The regular meeting will be after that from 1-3 pm. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  September minutes were approved as changed by Spitzack. (BLM wood 
from thinning for cable yarding lines is designated for riparian restoration use.)  
 
CONFERENCE CALL with Amy Stork: Collaboration update. Internal interviews are almost 
complete and she has started on the external interviews. Around Thanksgiving, Nov. 22, the steering 
committees should be getting a preliminary report summarizing the results of the interviews with an 
agenda for the RWC collaboration retreat on Nov. 30. After refining with the steering committee, it will 
be sent out to the RWC Board before the retreat. Since Wolcott is in the hospital, Bakke agreed to fill in 
for him as necessary. After the retreat, a summary with a “straw man proposal” for Phase 2 will be 
presented to the two steering committees (JSC). This will be discussed and refined by both committees 
with the facilitators for final presentation to the Boards during December. A progress report for Phase 1 
to OWEB is required by Jan.7 before they release funds for Phase 2. A tentative date for a Dec. 12-14 
JSC discussion was set. 
 
FINANCIALS: (Packet, p. 2).  

• October begins a new quarter. Cascade bills OWEB quarterly. 

• New format for financials using WIN format from Cascade. He will have Molly add annual and 
monthly budget columns. Bakke requested some more detail. About 11K (~330 hours) of the 
collaboration grant is allocated to Hunt.   

• We are on track with capacity grant funds for now, with possibly $6-9K to be available to hire an 
assistant or project manager. We may be getting $118K capacity funds as the beginning of next 
biennium as of  July 2019. An assistant could work on the website but it is on hold until the 
collaboration process is settled.  

• TASK: Talk to Molly about a budget amendment. 
 
PROJECT UPDATES: 
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Richards Creek restoration – Hunt:  Project is about half done. The landowner has a contract with 

Cascade.  Left to do: ivy spraying, winter planting, removing competing vegetation (“moisture control”). 

Estimated time of completion: June/July 2019, plus two years post-grant “moisture control”. The OWEB 

grant expires in 2020. Hunt sent OWEB a management plan permit from Polk. Co. Community Planning 

and Development (land use planners). It is needed whenever clearing vegetation from the creek. Cascade 

can now bill OWEB for the funds. Cascade will hold $1,000 for vegetation management/moisture 

control in 2020/2011. After that a report to OWEB will be due. 

Rockhouse Creek LWD: (~100 pieces in ~8 structures off reservoir - now a District project with 
Jackson. Funded by OWEB small grant and DEQ water quality citation money.  PSWCD is waiting for 
a signature from the operator on the landowner access form. Bob Bateman should come next week or the 
following week, assuming we get an in-water extension from ACoE (Kinsey).  No extension is needed 
from DSL.  
 
Idea: invite Mike DeBlossy (DSL) and Kinsey (ACoE) to do a short presentation on permits. 
 

Oregon State Weed Board grant partnership – Hunt:  Baskett Slough Ludwigia (water primrose). The 

project has been passed off to Jackson at PSWCD and should be finished in the next two weeks. 

Volunteer projects:  About 20 Boy Scouts will be doing an ivy pull at Nesmith State Park at the Polk Co. 
Fairgrounds on October 27- morning and afternoon sessions.  A County corrections crew will load it 
into a trailer. Another Boy Scout did a survey for Ludwigia and knotweed downstream from the mouth 
of Baskett Slough to the mouth of Rickreall Creek. None was found until some close to the mouth, 
though they found two patches of knotweed. He made contact with some landowners at the boat club, 
which has Ludwigia, who are interested in outreach materials. This could be a future opportunity for 
outreach with materials from the Play Clean Go movement. Other volunteer groups are doing Ludwigia  
pulls on the Willamette. One reason it hasn’t spread more downstream could be due to low water when 
the pieces would be floating downstream. We might partner with the Scouts in the future for followup. 
 
Organizational Collaboration Grant: See Business Section 
 
Fish passage: Dunkin will clear the trap as soon as he gets a new access tag from HFM. 
 

• Fish Pillow: Should we restart discussions with the City now that the new State Forest rules have 
come out and City engineers are less busy with housing developments? 

TASK: Talk to Greg Ellis about fish trap and haul. 
TASK: As part of Action Planning, include a fish passage MOU with RWC and the City, BLM and 
HFM. (Long term) 
 
September tasks:  
Hunt, Jackson and HFM Forester Peter Stone marked 6-7 large roadside trees for coarse wood. 
Laurel Creek post project report has been finished by Snedaker at BLM. 
Spitzack will ask Douglass Fitting for the engineered log jam recommendations. 
TASK: Decide on funds for mileage reimbursement. Restoration Enhancement Funds priority ranking 
would not rank this highly as they prefer on-the-ground projects (e.g. a major overhaul of the fish trap).  
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Dunkin suggested applying online for it anyway since it would be a relatively small amount ~$500.  
Alternatively, we could use the small amount of discretionary funds or Foundation funds.  
TASK: Temperature monitors  
 
BUSINESS:  

 

Assistant to Coordinator: See Financial report. 
 

COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS:  

HFM: Bakke:  The gate to access the Rickreall will be open for November hunting only. A petition 

under the Administrative Procedures Act is what we could use for changing a fishing regulation.  The 

Council or Sportsmen’s Club could file a petition. 

BLM – Spitzack: Gooseneck Creek watershed Wild Goose timber sale (wood available 2020-21). In 

March they will be selling about 200 logs to donate to LWD projects ( >18” diameter, <80 years old.) 

BLM would have funds to haul the wood. 

 Arboretum – Heuler: Under the City’s 10-year USFWS agreement, Heuler and Derouin are meeting 

with Chris Seal of USFWS next Tuesday to discuss his recommendations for cottonwood removal from 

the wetland.  Other City news: An approximately 40 space RV park on the Rickreall Creek by the golf 

course was approved by the County. It  is within the urban growth boundary, so the City could annex it. 

They may need to build a new bridge. 

FUTURE TASKS:  

• Annual report to City 

• Hunt and Derouin talk to Greg Ellis and others about source water, cyanobacteria testing and 
other watershed planning issues 

• Outreach to Farm Bureau about bringing a rep to RWC. Or Brian Hewitt on Greenwood Rd. 

• Extra funds for part time outreach coordinator for volunteer on the ground restoration projects 
and Adopt-a-Trail program.  

• Strategic and Action Planning.  On hold until the collaboration issue is worked out. 

• Schedule speakers for some meetings and publicize. E.g., environmental DNA (eDNA) samples 
from the creek can analyze which species are in the creek.  Karen Hans (heard speak at LWC) 
fish tracking tag study in the Long Tom system east of the Willamette (snowmelt water). Speaker 
or town hall ideas: DWPP on cyanobacteria. Drinking Water Environmental Working Group on 
contaminants. 

• Consider submitting a petition to ODFW to change the fishing regulations on the Rickreall. 
Better with a formal MOU in place with the City. 

 
 
REQUESTS FOR NOVEMBER AGENDA:  

 

NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  Friday, November 30, 1-3 pm at Hancock Forest Management, 955 
No. Main St., Independence, OR - Following RWC collaboration discussion at HFM, 8 am-12 pm. 
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ADJOURNED: 3:05 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by Nancy Heuler (Secretary) on December 03, 2018.  

 


