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Rickreall Watershed Council 

580 Main Street, Suite A 

Dallas, OR 97338 

503-623-9680 ext. 104 

rickreallwc@hotmail.com 

Rickreall Watershed Council (RWC) 
Meeting Minutes – June 22, 2017 

 
This Rickreall Watershed Council meeting was held June 22, 2017 at 1:00 pm in the Delbert Hunter 
Arboretum House, Dallas City Park, Dallas, OR. 
 

PRESENT: Lucas Hunt (Coordinator); Nancy Heuler (resident); Jenniffer Bakke (Hancock Forest 
Management); Scott Snedaker (BLM); Jason Dunkin (Sportsmen’s Club); Jake Dyer (City of Dallas), 
Dale Derouin (resident). 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 1:13 pm by Chair Bakke. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Approval of May minutes postponed until July meeting. 
 
FINANCIALS:   

• Financial Report: Packet Attachment: Italic text = projected expenditures.  

• Council Capacity Expenditures: The unspent balance of $178.40.  $100 of this was donated for 
the joint ethnobotany workshop with Luckiamute WC, Yamhill SWCD, etc. See LWC invoice in 
packet. 

•  Cascade Pacific Council Capacity Expenditures: Hunt will make sure end of biennium numbers 
match up with Cascade Pacific. So far they have been. 

• Laurel Creek Project Expenditures: Bateman’s bid was $7,020. It hasn’t yet been billed to 
OWEB. $756 was paid for 3 of 5 log loads from A1 trucking company. 

• Discretionary expenditures: Updated to reflect ethnobotany donation. 

• June Coordinator Services invoice signed by Bakke. 
 
MEMBER REPORTS: 

 

Roundtable discussion of other community projects, besides RWC, that each member is involved in, 
with the idea of possibly creating synergies. 
 
BLM – Scott Snedaker:  Snedaker has been working as the District Fish Biologist. He has been working 
on a building a new culvert with the County. OMB Uniform Guidance purchasing procedures have to be 
followed if you spend over $150K for construction projects (e.g. culvert, road, and bridge).  The Laurel 
Creek and helicopter project would be considered service projects, not construction. If it’s over $2K of 
BLM money for construction that uses an outside contractor, you have to use the Davis Bacon 
prevailing wage in the contract. If a county uses its own crews, this doesn’t apply.  E.g. BLM could buy 
supplies while the County could provide the labor. Snedaker will send the guidelines to Hunt. 
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City of Dallas - Jake Dyer:  The City will be putting in the weirs in the reservoir next week.  They have 
been tightening up the log booms. Hunt will contact the City to coordinate removing logs from the 
reservoir and to connect them with Baskett Slough. 
 
Sportsmen’s Club - Jason Dunkin: Dunkin has planted a few more trees and have some cedars, hemlock 
and Douglas fir.  He saw a lot of non-native bass in the reservoir. They eat the young salmon 
(pescavores).  
 
HFM – Jenniffer Bakke: Hancock has a new access program to let law enforcement know if a vehicle is 
supposed to be there.  A permitted vehicle either needs to be a marked vehicle or have a non-
transferrable placard that is tied to one vehicle and one driver. Placards can be obtained at the HFM 
office in Independence.  
 
 

PROJECT UPDATES / PLANNING:  

 

Coordinator Report – Lucas Hunt: Hunt attended the ethnobotany workshop in at the 4-H Center in the 
West Salem Hills off of Zena Rd. (28-29 attendees).  There were presentations on basketry, wood 
carving, cordage, native plants and Native American land management practices in the Willamette 
Valley. Camas bulbs will pull heavy metals from the soil so care must be taken when harvesting them 
for food. The group may try to do it again next year.  
 
The GoDaddy renewal is due. 
 
Lower Rickreall site visit near the old Ag West gas station on Hwy 22 before Eola. A hazelnut orchard 
owner, Randy Monier, is concerned about erosion into the creek. As part of a technical assistance grant, 
we would probably have to re-grade the bank and plant willows and make it a multi-agency project.  
 
Engineered log jam update: Nancy Heuler:  Arboretum volunteer Ken Kentch and Heuler gave a tour of 
the Arboretum, including the log jams, to the new Public Works Director, Frank Anderson, along with 
City Engineer Tom Gilson and Administrative Assistant Megan Beyer. Frank said he hadn’t gotten the 
May 31st recommendations from Douglas Fitting. Jake Dyer and/or Hunt can re-send the PowerPoint to 
Frank. 
 
Temperature Monitoring:   Bakke and Hunt, along with LWC intern Hannah, have calibrated and placed 
23 loggers that take continuous temperatures every 15 minutes. Tidbits and Hobos brands. See the 
working map for logger locations (red circles). Blue highlighted areas represent sites with historic data.  
A few have been re-located for ease of access. The red streams have fish and the blue parts do not, due 
to some kind of physical barrier as shown by blue dots.  They took initial deployment readings 
according to the National Institute for Standards and Technology (NIST). We would like to share data 
with the Water Treatment (intake) Plant and the Wastewater Treatment Plant on Ellendale.  (The Water 
Treatment Plant is located on the map near the Rickreall Creek text.)  This will be a pilot project and 
may be changed next year. They were mounted with 14 gauge wire with 2-5 lb. weights and polycord 
tied to a tree. They also have GPS points. The probes have orange flagging and the sites have white with 
red dot flags. There is a sensor on a reservoir buoy.  They will do a mid-season check (September- 
October?).  Pay attention to moving maximum air temperature which influences water temperature. 
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Rockhouse Creek has a NOAA weather station that can be accessed online. After the loggers are 
removed, they will do another warm-cold water bath to make sure they are still functioning.  The plan is 
to continue doing it each year. On the map, the colored areas roughly correspond to the watershed 
boundaries. Hampton Affiliates (Mid-Valley Resources) is a mill, shown by the yellow color.  
 

Laurel Creek: Hunt has received two bids: $13.5K from Stokes and $7K from Bateman. PSWCD 
decided to go with Bateman, which fits our budget better.  He will call Bateman to see when he can 
start. He will get the ODF notification permits submitted Monday and there is a permit waiting period. 
July 1 is the beginning of in-stream work. The DSL and ACoE permits have already been submitted by 
BLM. The Wyden Agreement form (permit checklist) compliance agreement may also need to be 
signed. The project is on the property line between BLM and Hancock land.  
 
Rockhouse (Upper and Lower):  Hunt needs to set up a meeting to visit the site with Bakke and Peter 
Stone of HFM to plan for the project to begin next summer. He will start the permitting process this 
summer. BLM will not be involved in this project. Dunkin says the mosquitoes were really bad in mid-
summer near the reservoir.  Last year there was a weir near Rockhouse.  
 
Council Capacity Grant: see handout with key dates. The staff recommendation for our funding level 
will be known on July 7. We still need to figure out how we will be working with the District via an 
MOU. If we get fully funded, Hunt could work full time as Coordinator. The budget we initially 
submitted with our application was based on $88K. If the funding is different, we will have to update 
our budget and re-submit it to OWEB. We might need to redesign our whole budget depending on if we 
combine with the District. We would also have to re-design our relationship with Cascade Pacific. The 
Council projects would have to remain well-delineated. The next District Board Meeting is the second 
Wednesday in July and may need to have an extra budget hearing to approve it. The two chairs, Hunt 
and Karin would have to get together to figure this out with the District. The grants will be awarded the 
week of August 7, though the biennium starts July 1. We should be able to submit bills by the end of 
August. We will back-bill OWEB for the July Coordinator services. The project completion report on 
our biennium work plan isn’t due until the end of July. The actual report isn’t due until the end of 
September.  
 
Hebo Stewardship Group (USFS land):  See 2017-18 Funding Timeline handout.  Pre-applications for 
project discussion are due in June-July. If it is approved, the full application is due by Sept. 18. Our 
Forest Service area near Canyon Creek lies outside their boundaries. Hunt can phone or email the USFS 
to see if we could be included for projects. Applegate Creek also has some USFS land near it. Canyon 
Creek has some road accessibility issues. The projects can be on private land as long as they benefit 
USFS lands. 
 
Drone Project:  Late winter or mid-fall would be the best time, as long as it’s not raining. Summer 
foliage cover is too thick. 
 
 
BUSINESS: 

Officer Recruitment:  Handout of Policies and Procedures plus list of ideas for stakeholder groups to 
include. Some possible additions to the list were discussed: Parks or Planning for green space and creek 
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trail, Weyerhaeuser (upper watershed), ODFW, HOAs.  For water quality issues private citizens can call 
DEQ.  
 
Insurance:  Hunt received the Wall Insurance invoice. The balance was due June 1st. We don’t have the 
money for it because of the biennium funding timeline. He will try to move the date to August or 
September. Hunt will keep the Board up-to-date about how that works out. We might be able to use 
some discretionary funds.  
 
Meet and Greet with new Dallas Public Works staff: Schedule a meeting with Frank Anderson, Megan, 
Jake & Tom to explain our projects. 
 
City Departmental Expo:  Tues. June 13, 4:30 -7:00:  Conflict with Glenn-Gibson meeting and Karin 
couldn’t make it.  
 
ODFW Fish Pillow: ODFW asked to take the project off their yearly budget plan since it’s in the City’s 
hands and it’s not sure when or if it will get done. It shouldn’t be difficult to get it back on the books 
later. Ron Foggin ultimately makes the call. 
 
REQUESTS FOR JULY AGENDA:  Two-year Work Plan Review and task lists. Next month priority 
is the Laurel Creek project contract and permits. As soon as we finalize the Rockhouse plans, timeline 
and funding, he can work on the permits. District reorganization MOU? Dunkin suggested trying to get 
the permits done earlier.  Amendments can also be introduced to existing grants. 
 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETINGS:  Wednesday, July 19 1-3 pm.  Thursday, August 31, 1-3 pm. Bakke 
will look at a possible alternate location for the August meeting. 
 
ADJOURNED: 3:05 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by Nancy Heuler (Secretary) on, July 08, 2017.  

Reviewed August 17, 2017 by Lucas Hunt. 

 
 
_____________________________________  ________________________  
Officer Signature       Date Approved 
 
 
_____________________________________  _______________________ 
Officer Name                  Officer Title 


