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Rickreall Watershed Council 

580 Main Street, Suite A 

Dallas, OR 97338 

503-623-9680 ext. 104 

rickreallwc@hotmail.com 

Rickreall Watershed Council (RWC) 
Meeting Minutes – July 19, 2017 

 
This Rickreall Watershed Council meeting was held July 19, 2017 at 1:00 pm in the Delbert Hunter 
Arboretum House, Dallas City Park, Dallas, OR. 
 

PRESENT: Lucas Hunt (Coordinator); Nancy Heuler (resident); Jason Dunkin (Sportsmen’s Club); 
Rich Wolcott (resident); David Clausnitzer (resident); Dale Derouin (resident). 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 1:10 pm by Rich Wolcott. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: None 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Approval of May and June minutes postponed until August meeting. In 
the future, we will approve the minutes if there haven’t been any changes made. 
 
FINANCIALS:   

• Financial Report: No Packet Attachment this time: Italic text = projected expenditures.  

• Council Capacity Grant: We need to send a new budget to OWEB to get the grant funds. They 
will be meeting the 25th-26th of July so we need to get the budget in before then. Hunt, Bakke, 
Bierly will be meeting with the District tomorrow to discuss and fill out a budget to submit to 
Courtney. 

• Cascade Pacific Council Capacity Expenditures: Molly at CP will be sending Hunt the final 
report for the biennium.  

• Laurel Creek Project Expenditures: Work is to be completed by the end of August (project by the 
end of September). Small grants are contracted through CP so Hunt will contact Molly to pull 

down the money so it will be available to spend. 

• Hunt will send his invoice to the Arboretum for spraying the lesser celandine. 
 
MEMBER REPORTS: 

None. 
 

PROJECT UPDATES / PLANNING:  

Coordinator Report – Lucas Hunt: Attachment  
 
Temperature monitoring: Hunt and Bakke placed the temperature monitoring devices, including one 
onto the outlet marker buoy in the reservoir. The buoy has since disappeared so now the City is 
concerned that it might have sunk and could clog the intake pipe.  Options to locate the buoy: use an 
underwater fish-finder camera on a pole, a diver or a Chemeketa College drone? They haven’t checked 
the fish trap yet. The bottom is 60-65 feet down.  
 



  Page 2 of 4 

  

Laurel Creek: The contractor is available mid to late August. ODF permits are in. We need a County 
permit (1 week turnaround). BLM covers the DSL and ACOE permits. HFM has changed access and 
insurance permitting so that the contractor now needs to work directly with HFM on that instead of 
through the District. Snedaker (BLM) is on duty with a temporary position elsewhere. We may need to 
meet with Doug Fitting on site instead, though Hunt has also attended the training for it. He will meet 

with BLM (Scott or Doug) and their Forester, Andy Frazier, around July 31-August 1 to make 

sure there will be no conflict with their log hauling work. 
 
Rockhouse (Upper and Lower):  Hunt would like to meet with HFM Forester Peter Stone, Bakke and 
BLM on August 28-29. The work is scheduled for summer of 2018. We have a 10K small grant to place 
100 logs in 13 structures. This will be matched with up to 10K from HFM. The designs and locations 
need field review with HFM. Permits needed are: NOAA, ODFW, ACOE, and DSL.  We won’t get 
permitting help from BLM this time. Once the structure designs are approved, we can start the bidding 
process.  
 
1517 Council Capacity Grant finish up: The end of the biennium project completion report on our work 
plan is due by September to OWEB.  OWEB also requires an annual report to the County Board of 

Commissioners (the entity that recognized us as a council), which Hunt will provide at their next 

meeting the end of July.  If the GG and RWC merge, we will have to be officially re-recognized by this 
and possibly other entities. 
 
Lower watershed farmer:  Randy Monnier, a hazelnut farmer, is concerned about creek erosion into his 
land. He may need to consult with a hydrologist about reshaping the creek bank. Our insurance agent 
also has some Willamette frontage property with a similar problem, which probably involves the 
Luckiamute WC. Both contacted Hunt at the District. 
 
BUSINESS: 

Insurance:  We’re insured for Directors  & Officers, even though we haven’t paid the bill yet. If we 
combine into one council it would be just $996 for the both of us together. A one-page bullet point 

summary of our coverage could be helpful to the Board. 
 
1719 biennium contract with SWCD:   For the next biennium, OWEB has funded us at a partial funding 
$94K level. Hunt, Bakke, Bierly and Karin from the District will be meeting tomorrow to begin 

discussing a new kind of financial arrangement with the District and figure out the next steps. 
Should the councils get rolled into the District as a District program? Karin would like a sheet of 

deliverables that the councils want. On her end, Karin will meet with a District committee, as they are 
still working out how staff positions are funded. The councils will be meeting together and also with the 
District. Also, Karin would like to see how similar council-District arrangements have been set up. Since 
these are preliminary meetings, we will be continuing with a short-term contract with Cascade Pacific as 
our fiscal agent until the District arrangement can be finalized.  
 
Currently RWC-GGWC Council Capacity Grant pays the District $350/month ($8K for 2 years) for 
Hunt’s office space, supplies and IT support. The District pays half of Hunt’s salary and the CCG pays 
the other half, making Hunt a half-time watershed council coordinator (divided between RWC and 
GGWC). There are a few other unclear funding areas. Hunt is looking for a clearer picture to understand 
how far the CCG dollars go.  Benefits typically run about 20% of the salary. The District also covers 
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employee payroll taxes. Could the CCG money for office space, etc. instead be used for more 
Coordinator salary and miscellaneous expenses like mileage and training (instead of for “contracted 
services”? We could get more done if Hunt were a full-time Coordinator. 
 
The Board agreed on items we would like to see on the sheet of deliverables for SWCD.  

• A full-time Coordinator 

• District as fiscal agent (instead of Cascade Pacific) to reduce the number of entities involved. 
Renew the CP contract for the next 4- 6 months until District fiscal agent relationship can be 
defined. 

• Merger with Glenn-Gibson WC.  Proposed new name: Mid-Willamette Watershed Partnership 

• The MWWP would meet every one or two months, with project working groups meeting 
separately. The MWWP would coordinate its annual work plan with the District work plan. 
MWWP members could attend the District meetings and vice-versa. This new structure could 
build capacity and result in more efficient integration of projects. At the PSWCD, the ODAA Ag 
Water Quality Grant funds a District program that works with farmers on strategies to reduce 
stream contamination problems.  The District also has a staff person to administer that grant. 

• Realize that there is a deadline to resolve this before OWEB funding runs out. 
 
The Lower Rogue WC has set up a similar arrangement with their SWCD. Kelly is their Coordinator. 
More about it can be found on the Curry Watershed Partnership website.  It is part of the South Coast 
Watershed Council, an umbrella council. Hunt would like to teleconference with Kelly and Karin about 
how they have theirs set up. They pay 13% for fiscal agent services, vs. 10% that we pay Cascade 
Pacific. 
Conversations about this reorganization will be continuing for some time. 
 
Future watershed issues to address – Dunkin. Due to warmer water in the Lower Rickreall, pike 
minnows and small-mouth bass have been seen upstream of Bowersville Road.  This is unusual. They 
eat juvenile salmon. This is an issue that could be addressed in the future by the Watershed Council.  
The City has senior water rights over many of the farmers downstream. City and farm water 
conservation practices could also be addressed. Energy Trust will help subsidize the retrofitting of 
water-conserving sprinkler heads, such as MP Rotators.  
 
REQUESTS FOR AUGUST AGENDA:  Beaver dams and their role in stream restoration. Dunkin 
will send out a link. He said the beaver dam water is cooler and is better for juvenile salmon. Dale noted 
that the beavers near his house in Dallas den in the stream bank and don’t build dams.  HFM and the 
City may have concerns about re-introducing beaver upstream.  
 
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING:  Doodle poll will be sent out for the August meeting at Chatoe 

Rogue hop farm (SE of Independence along the Willamette River).  Doug Fitting of BLM might be 
able to substitute for Snedaker. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  Page 4 of 4 

  

ADJOURNED: 3:07 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted by Nancy Heuler (Secretary) on, July 29, 2017.  

Reviewed August 16, 2017 by Lucas Hunt. 

 
 
_____________________________________  ________________________  
Officer Signature       Date Approved 
 
 
_____________________________________  _______________________ 
Officer Name                  Officer Title 


